
Swoop in the Albatross  

Readingsô Diving Club                                        

Champions taken at the Annual Gala 2012 and  

showing Sebastian  and Celie in flight at GB Elite 

Champs. A very well known Club over UK. Divers 

compete  from Lemmings (hatchling Albatrossô)                            

to International level. Details of Club overleaf. 

Swimming Delight  

Welcome to our visitors  - Henley Synchronised  

Swimming Team.  Be charmed by the serene and 

graceful. Upper photo shows Under 12 Team who 

came away with a medal haul at the recent Clay 

Cross Competitions. Details of Club overleaf .                                   

A Taste of the Fast Game  

The water polo section of Reading SC is always 

looking for new members.  It was established in 

1885, making it one of the oldest swimming clubs 

in the country. They do have some ladies train 

with them but don't have enough for a ladies 

team. The club also don't have a junior section at 

the moment  but would welcome any swimmers 

from the age of 16 on. Paul Hancock on  07976 

242150   waterpolo@readingswimclub.org 

Flog itò TV Presenter Paul Martin...  

Sends everyone his good wishes for 2013,  and every success in 

the Baths Heritage Project, not just for Reading but for UK . 

ñIôm sorry I cannot be with you tonight but I hope the Gala goes well.  

I love Heritage and what could be better than fighting for this        

potential Jewel in the Town.  Good Luck to all.ò Chris Mears,            

Readingsô 2012 Olympic  Diving Finalist. 

Olympians Katie Clark and Katie Skelton.                                                               

Represented Country and Club in 2012                                          

(Reading Royals Synchronised Swimming Club)  

Our Congratulations go to...Chris, Katie C and Katie S  

Kingôs Meadow inherits it riparian 

history from nature, royalty and       

geographical location; a town of 

three rivers.  The pool and         

summer swimming grew out of the 

tradition to use the rivers for lei-

sure, peaking in Victorian times.  

Kingôs Meadow Ladiesô Baths and 

its neighbour the Mensô Baths 

grew organically out of the              

opportunity to optimise the use of 

common land; shared by all.  The 

pool with its high walls  compromised for the changing times with its interest in introduc-

ing health and leisure to both sexes whilst retaining privacy and modesty;  customary to 

that era.  The dirt and grime of the factories was contrasted by the aspects of health 

and hygiene and brought to a head by the Wash House Act of the late 1860s.  

Emblematically the Baths were the  embodiment of a civilised community; the architec-

ture represented the local materials and Reading with a Royal Charter,  rich with many  

industries that raised the town to what it became.  The Bathsô existence added to the 

portfolio of facilities of a growing industrial town.  The joys of leisure as an everyday  

affordable asset made for a happier, more rounded society. 

Now as the UK takes sharp chicanes in its economy,  we feel it highly important to pro-

tect the best from the past;  the richness of opportunity;  the landscape and the avail-

ability of community facilities.  We want  to give at least the same options and possibly 

more to the next generation by keeping this site a public asset.  The spirit of the pool 

eagerly waits for a time when it will hear again the happy laughter and splashing of 

families.  This wish has been applauded by the many visitors over the last three years 

that KMC has welcomed to visit the Baths via its numerous open days. Robert Oô Neill 

Chair KMC 

Our Royal Swimmers  

Established in 1969 and re-named to incorporate 

"Royals" in the title before the football team 

adopted it.  The Club  is one of the top in the  

country and can boast Commonwealth Medallists 

and three Olympians from 1088 to London 2012.  

There are athletes in all levels of National squads 

and compete at all levels from Novice to British 

Championships and are successful at all levels. 

Picture shows the 15 -17years National Team 

Champions www.readingroyalssynchro.btck.co.uk/                                                                       

Head Coach: Kate Coupar. Contact via website 

online form or Facebook 

Welcome and Opening - Mr Rob Wilson MP  

Mr Alok Sharma MP Acknowledges the Clubs .                                       
Swimmers and Representatives congregate at top end of Pool for Presentations       

Interval     



Routine with Style  

Henley Synchronised Swimming Club was started in 1977 by 

three coaches. They  currently have 4 Coaches who also are 

the club committee. There are 3 hours training a week avail-

able for the girls, boys, ladies and men! The  sessions include  

stretching, stamina, strength,  routine and figure.  

www.henleysynchronisedswimmingclub.org  Head Coach:  

Karen 01189 724507  

Welcome  All  to the  

Saturday 26th January  2013  

Central Swimming Pool, Reading. Berkshire  

17.30ð21.00  

All proceeds will go to the Kings Meadow Baths Fund.                                                      

Reading Building PreservationðCompany Registration number: 7249555   

Foyer  Kings Meadow  Campaigners will be happy to answer questions                         

regarding the Kings Meadow Baths Project,  also during the Interval. 

Our website is: http://www.kingsmeadowbaths.org.uk  

Thank you all for coming and supporting this unique Gala.   

Sebastian Leads the Elites Every Which Way                                   

Leading light Mr Masterton with his Under 18 years Sports 

Award both for Reading and Wokingham. (R) Has performed  

Internationally and works hard with club mate Celie Mullen on 

the National Training programme. Albatross got itsô name  from 

performing the first ever  display to music to...òAlbatrossò ! at the 

Synchronised Swimming Festival 1974. This was whilst still a 

diving section of 8 years in Reading SC,  until Albatross was 

formed 1978. The club has been headed by Malcolm Green 

since 1989. Awarded ñCoach of the Yearò. 2012 for both Reading 

&  Wokingham. Contacts; http://www.albatross-dc.co.uk/

Members.htm 

Fascination of Underwater Hockey  

Underwater Hockey is a global 3D non-contact 
sport in which teams compete to manoeuvre a 
puck across the bottom of a swimming pool into 
goals. Itôs an exciting breath taking team sport, 
for those of you that want to keep fit.                      
It was started in the United Kingdom in 1954 
where it was originally called Octopush. 
Both Reading and Caversham Underwater 
Hockey Clubs are always looking for new        
members to introduce to this great team sport. 
Contact Roy Wood on 07884 257247                     
webmaster@underwater-hockey.net 
ReadingUWH@gmail.com  http://
www.readinguwh.org 

Kings Meadow Baths and Meadow  


